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Orpganization of the Patriarchete of Antioch

The Greck Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and ail the Esst ineludes
six diocases in Lebancn. six in Syria, three in Murkey {presently
voncent}, one in the United States, and two in Tatin America {presently
racaniti. The Patriarchate of Antioch is cne of saven Potrisrchates,
the others being those of Istenbul, Alexandris, Jarnsalem, snd the
throo newly created Patrisrchates of loscow, Yugoslavia end Rumania.

?zxdaz* the Paterinrch is the Holy Synod, composed of oleven lNetropolitans
{the Mull comnlement iz twelve, bub the diocese of Tripoli, Lebanon, is
weoerts), snd one Archbishop.

The Uhurch hierarchy consists of seven Syrism, soven Lebsuese, and two

Anerican prelntes. The following is & list of these prelates, in order
of their vonk:

e atriarch Alexandros Tahsn, of Grosk and Czarigtelussian

neation. Although pro-Russian politicelly, ideologically

2 is not s Communist. | The Patriarch 25X1A6a
hzs been described as undisciplined, despotic, and a Russophile)

1‘5
st

be lzrs Raphsel Ninr, letropolitan of Alepoo and Alexandretta.
A Tobenese, WhOBG priority in the Holy Jynod is contested,
bscause of his mental condition. le is & man of no educstion
end speaks only Arabic.

%o Mgrs Theodoss Abu-Rujeyli, HMetropoliten of Tyre, Sidon and
dspendeneies, 18 a Lebsnese of Creek oducation and ie considered

pro=Anplo=Anaricans
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gg‘ba., Hetropolitan of Zehle, Ballbek and dependencios, !
and Arabeeducated; pro-Anglo=Amori can. 25X1A6a
r i

the pro=-Comrunist movement emong Gresk Orthodox clormy. ) |
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Mgre. Ignatios Hurayki, lMeiropolitan of Ilama and dependenciss,
145 Tobanese of Graok education and ia considored pro-Arab.

Mrr. Epiphanios Zayld, Mebropoiltan of Akimr and dopendenciss,
Ta & Syrisn, who had studied for two yenrs in Czarist Russia.
He olaims to be politieally neutral. '

Mpr. Ilyas Selibi, Metropolitan of Beirut, is a Lebanese with
o sdnoetion who spesks only Arsbic. Ho hopes to atiein the
ratriarchate after the death of Alevendros Pahan, who is eipghby-
three years old. lgr. Salibi is pro-Soviet, end expects to
rocelve Soviet mssistence in atinining the Patriarchate.

{ Salibi has beon roported seversl times -

' liwwe RN YT AT S A i N p P ”
a5 having been in oomteot with members of the Soviet Legation,

for whom he seems to report on church and local affeirs.)

Ugrs Triphor Ghurayyib, Metropolitan of Lattekla, is a Greoei-

Hivented Syrien who 18 politically pro-inglo-Americalic

Hrro Athanasios Quiaylah, Metropoliten of Hawran, debal Druzs

an dependencios, 15 & oyrisn wno completed his higher educaticn
1 Czorist Russin. He also claima o be politically noutral.

[

Mpre Alexandros Jdahhe, Metropolitan of Moms and dependeﬁcies, 25X1A6a

¥ o Tebonose o, like Qulaylah, completed his higher education
i O st Ruseis and claims to bo politically neutrai. i
_— An smount of evidence acoumilated simce 1940 shows that
Janihm is actively pro=Scviet, a propsgandist and, from reports
socsived in 1948, inwolved in Soviet Imtelligence activities. 1In
April 1948 he was reporied to e a member of a group tformod by
Znyn~ai-Din Hesanov, delepate of the Soviet Legetion in Beirub
+o the Commnist Parties of Syris and Lebenon, with the purpose
of carrying out the orders of the Cominform. [ 2BEX1X6

Hpr. Iliyys Eeram, Hatropolitan of It. Lebenon (Jubayl-Batrun),
Ta & Lobenoss of no educetion. llo is at prosent in Russia for
The third time in recent years ostensibly on & church mission.

: To atbend the 500th Amiversery of the
waseian Orthodor Church.) Farsm was accompsnisd on this visit
4o Russia by Bishop Jahhe and Archimendrite Semehah. On his
roturn from his trip to the Soviet Union in Janusry 1948, Koram
1a gaid to have brought "ingtructions from the Coninform™ with
him from Russia for delivery o the Darmscus Cormunist Party
Jendors who were cut off from their nowmel chamnels of commuai-
cabion by the strict contrel measures adopted by the Syrian
Government. In edditiom to the expected increase of prestigs
and influsnce which Kersm hopes to gain from his Soviet conbastz,
he is seld to receive present material benefite from the Sovicts.

—
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m Keram is mot popular with the Gresk

Fnodox who resent Crtlhodox Arabs, as they regard him as &

clover and dengercus propagendist for the Soviets. ML In 25X1X6
Nsy 1948 Karam was reported Lo be an aseistant of Archimandrits

e . Comunist peymester in the Levant states for distri-
wbion of funds to Orthodox priests in Lebanom. 25X1X6

1. Hgrs Anthony Beshir, Ustropoliten of tew York City end Yorth
morion, 15 Anglo-Amsrican educeted and strongly Anglo-fmericai
politicallys

. Hgre Meletios Kattind, ox-Motropolitan of Diyer Beldir, who hos
resignede

ot
e
3

Hgr. Samel David, Archbishop of Toledo, is the only Archbishop
i Patriarchate. He is also’a monber of the Holy Synode
Wi diocsse is subordinate to the letropolitan of Hew York.
Wers David is prosumably pro=Anglo-Amnricane

ne Upre Fotios Ehury, Homorsry Bishop of Palmyre, i85 2 Greck-oducated
[obansce who 18 pro-inglo-Americen. le is not u morber of the
doly Synod.

re  Hgre Serpios Sexmah, Honoyary Bishop of Seloucia, is o Syrisn

o ; spemar s

nd pro-hrab.  gre Semmeh is not a membor of the Holy Symod.

]

fu nddition to the mbove Mebropolitens. mention should be mede of tho
Archinendrito Basilics Ssmahah, & man of no sduostion, described by sourse

us o “Plrsteclass Communist.” Although a young man of perhaps not more

than twenty-seven years of age, ho has boen rising rapidly in the shurch,

and the Soviets are understood to be pressing The Patriarch to promote
serehah to the renk of bishop. ? Sexmahah was roporbed

in Novomber 1947 to be the 1inison Dotwoen the Urthodox Pabrimrchete, the
fSoviet Lepgeticon and the Soviet-saiellite legetlons. Wﬁb@d 25X1X6
Semalmh as an important propagende and inteliisence agenb. In 25X1X6
February 1948 Samphah was reported to be activating, with the sid of
Archimendrite Simeon Wikitin, the reprosentative of the Patriarchets of
Honoow to the Patriarchate of Antioch, a group of intelligence agente to

work Por the Soviets. A special fupd was alloted for this purposc by the
Soviot Logetion. IR In larch 1948 Samahah was reported do have beea
pointed as the ropresentative of the Patriarchate of Antioch o the
patriarchate of Moscow. [l In My 1948 Semaheh was roported Lo be one

of the Commmnist peymasters in the Levant who was responsible for paying
Urthodox priests in Lebanon. ’

The pro-Soviet activities of Karam, Salibi and Samnhah sre woll Imown,

24 they heve meny ecsistents in their work for the Soviots, mostly drewn

#eo the ley commundty. Howeverp I o nnjority of 25X1X
4o cleruy are nobt influenced by the Soviots. The three priests mentioned
above mzintain indirect comtact with the Soviets through TASS or the Sovied
Commercial Attache im Beirut, Alexender Borezine, a8 woll as Jirect combact
hrough visits to the Soviet Leggtion, gonersily et night.
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